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February
Worship Schedule

February 5

Communion

5th Sunday after the
Epiphany

Rev. Rae Lynn Schleif
8:45am —Traditional
10:15am—Contemporary
11:30am—Traditional

February 12

6th Sunday after the
Epiphany

Rev. Rae Lynn Schleif
8:45am —Traditional
10:15am—Contemporary
11:30am—Traditional

February 19

Last Sunday after the
Epiphany

New Member/Baptism
Sunday

Dr. Eugene Folden
8:45am —Traditional
10:15am—Contemporary
11:30am—Traditional

February 22
Ash Wednesday Service
7pm

February 26

1st Sunday of the Lent
Rev. Brian Gath

8:45am —Traditional
10:15am—Contemporary
11:30am—Traditional

From the Desk of Pastor Brian

With Guests, Every
Word Is Important

There was once a woman
named Jennifer who was
sick and tired of being sick
and tired. She had had it
with life happening to her
and she was determined to
start doing things to help
herself and her family live a
more peaceful, more fulfilling
life. She decided that all of
them would go to church the
next Sunday.

It was never easy getting the
whole family going in the
morning and this Sunday
was no exception. Jennifer
thought she had allowed
enough time but here they
were pulling into the church
parking lot two minutes
before the service was
supposed to start.

Everyone was anxious.
Jennifer wanted it to be a
good experience for her
family. She worried they
wouldn’t want to come back.
Her husband hated sticking
out. He was afraid that they
weren't dressed right or that
somehow everyone would
know they didn’t belong or
worse that people would
judge them for not already
being part of a church. The
kids, a six month old and a
kindergartener, weren't
worried about anything but
they sensed the anxiety of
their parents and that put
them on edge.

As they were looking for a
parking space, Jennifer saw
an empty spot near the
building. But from the
distance, she could see
there was a reserved sign.
Probably, she thought, it
was reserved for a pastor or
staff member. When they
drove closer she was
surprised to see that it had
actually been reserved for
them. It said, “First Time
Guest Parking.” Relieved,
they pulled in and unloaded
the family.

As they approached the
building a cheerful man
greeted them. He must
have felt the stress in their
hearts. “Don’t worry, you've
plenty of time.” Jennifer
smiled.

When they got inside
another person greeted
them. Without judgment,
she somehow seemed to
know that they were new.
“Welcome to Linworth! Can
I help you get settled? Will
your children be joining you
for worship or can | show
you our Sunday school and
nursery?”

Jennifer didn’t like the idea
of being noticed but she was
grateful that this woman was
offering them just what they
needed. She had imagined
that they might let the kids
go to Sunday school or
something but she felt it was
too late for that now. She
told the woman that they

would stay together.

“That’s great. We love it
when a whole family can
worship together. Children
are always welcome. Right
this way.” As they walked
the short distance to their
seats, the woman introduced
herself and told Jennifer
about the coloring pads they
had for children and
encouraged her to feel free
to get up during the service
and walk the baby around if
he became restless. This
came as a great relief to
Jennifer.

Before Jennifer knew it, the
woman had brought them to
great seats. Coming in so
late, she feared they would
be sitting in the front row.
But these seats were near
the back and on the end of a
row — perfect in case they
needed to take one of the
children out.

Before she left, the woman
who had welcomed them
introduced Jennifer and her
family to Helen and Ralph
who were already sitting at
the other side of the row.
Helen and Ralph helped
them get settled and made
sure they had a program to
follow along.

During the service one of the
preachers invited everyone
to stand and welcome the
people around them. Helen
and Ralph turned first to
(Continued on page 8)



d Adult Small
- Groups

Bridge Club:
= Contact: Byrdie
Lorenz
Bridge Club will meet Feb. 3 at 8pm.
Call Byrdie for information.

Building Nesters:

Contacts: Shawn & Amy Brown

We will meet this month on
Thursdays, Feb. 2 & 16 at 6:30pm.

Closer Walk Class:

Contact: Janet Blocher

Come join in this discussion based
class to further your faith walk. The
group meets Sundays in room 225 at
9am - a perfect growth opportunity
for people who attend the
contemporary worship service!
Currently, the group is studying the
book, "How to Read the Bible." All
are welcome to join in this thought
provoking study on Sunday.

Dining Disciples: Contacts: Marlene
Goodenow/Karen Stahle/Sally Moser
For fun and fellowship, join Dining
Disciples. Groups of singles and
married couples meet in homes or
restaurants for a meal about 4 times
a year. What a great way to get to
know each other.

Hand and Foot Card Club:

Contact: Kathy Bell

The group usually meets the first
Friday of each month. Next meeting
is Feb. 3 at 7pm.

IMPACT Service Group (Serving
Claremont Residents):

Contact: Becki Hollenbaugh
IMPACT is a service group that
meets at Claremont Retirement
Village. Join them Wednesdays,
Feb. 8 & 22 at 7:30pm.

Keen Adult Bible Study:
Contact: Bob Jacobson

Join them in the Fellowship Hall
(room 136) at 10am on Sunday
mornings.

LinWomen Online:

Contact: Sharon Valade

This is an online group for women to
chat, encourage, and share spiritual
concerns with other busy women.
You can write as much as you want,
respond to others, give new

information, and share joys and
concerns.

Linworth Campers:

Contacts: lan & Jean Davidson

If you're interested in this hospitable
group, contact the Davidsons.

Men’s Before-Work Spiritual
Sharing Group:

Contact: Mike Smeltzer

The Men’s Breakfast Group meets
on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday
mornings at First Watch Restaurant
(Worthington) at 7am. Join us on
Tuesdays, Feb. 14 & 28.

Mom'’s Study:
Contact: Andrea Orofino

Mom's Group meets twice a month
from 6:30-8pm. Everyone is
welcomed. Topics are stand alone.
Individuals can sign up to lead the
group on a topic of their choice. It
could be a short video, an article
from the paper, questions from a pot,
a poem or another idea. This would
allow anyone to come with no
planning ahead of time. Watch the
bulletin for exact dates and topics.
See you soon.

MOPS (Mothers Of PreSchoolers):
(A Christian group for mothers with
children ages birth through
kindergarten)

Contacts: Diane Hamilton & Maria
Del Regno.

Find faith-based support and
friendship with other mothers of
children from infant through
Kindergarten. Our January meetings
are on Feb. 13 & 27 from 9:30 -
11:30am. Childcare provided.

Peace in the House:

Contacts: Celeste Thomas & Cathy
Lowry

This group supports you finding and
maintaining peace with yourself,
peace with God, and peace with
others. Join us every Wednesday at
6:30 p.m. in the Library.

Searchers:

Contact: Doug Stahle

Meets in the Fellowship Hall (room
138) at 10am on Sunday mornings
for thought provoking and stimulating
discussion on a number of religious
issues.

Shawl Ministry:

Contacts: Marilyn Pohlman & Jean
Davidson

More than 270 shawls already have
been presented to those in pain.
You don't have to knit to be involved.
Call a contact to get connected.

Stephen Ministry:

Contact: Sandy Apicella

We meet the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays.
January meetings are Feb. 7 & 21 at
7pm in the Library and room 225.

Thursday Morning Bible Study:
Contact: Lea Elshoff

The Thursday morning Bible Study
group is continuing a study using the
Adult Bible Study series. Itis
normally a Sunday morning study but
we wanted to focus on books of the
Bible and this study included
readings from Proverbs,
Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, and
Matthew with added background
included for each of those books. It
is a quarterly study so we will be
using the study book for several
more weeks. Feel free to join us
any Thursday at 10am .

Women's Bible Study:

Contact: Jeanne Byers

Join us as we continue a study on
the Book Acts. No matter where you
are in your journey of faith, come and
be a part of this wonderful fellowship
of women. We meet on Sundays at
10am in room 210.

If you need a phone number or
email for a contact person for an
event or group, please contact
the church office (336-8485).



Children’s News

Alisha Meacham, Director of
Children’s Ministries
(ameacham@linworthumc.org)

Sunday School...

Lori Walls (Director of Children's
Music) is leading music during
Sunday School classes. The
children learned how to sign The
Lord's Prayer and will start
practicing a song for Palm Sunday.
They will also learn a song from
our upcoming VBS program. Make
a joyful noise!
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Easter Family Fun Day

Plan ahead to attend Easter Family
Fun Day on March 31st from 9-
1lam. Food, games, and an egg
hunt for the kids! There are many
ways to serve for this event. If
you're interested in helping, please
contact Alisha Meacham.

f

Help Wanted:

There is a paid position open for
providing childcare for meetings
and church events at LUMC. Must
be 18 years or older and submit to
a background check and
fingerprinting. Experience with
children is preferred. Contact
Alisha Meacham for more details.

Welcoming and Youth News

Connecting News Seth Rowe, Director of Youth
Brian Gath, Associate Pastor Ministries
(bgath@linworthumc.org) (srowe @linworthumc.org)

Be sure to check out the youth
website to find out what is going on
in our Youth Program. You can visit
the site at:

Be sure to read Brian’s article on
the opening page of this month’s

Link. http://lumcym.blogspot.com/
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United Methodist Church for a few : .
K : h 12:30 - 2:00 p.m.
;Nee S, atew molr; S o:je\;en Super Bowl Party @ the Kilgores
onger, you may be ready to (Grades 7-12), 6:00—8:30 p.m.

"Discover Linworth.” In one
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what United Methodists believe, g 45 Night LYF (Grades 9-12)
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. . . 4:30 - 6:00 p.m.
strives to live out those beliefs and

hear how you can join with us as 19 - MidLYF (Grades 7-8)
together we seek to grow closer to

; \ . _ 12:30 - 2:00 p.m.
Christ. Join us either: Sunday, Sunday Night LYF (Grades 9 -12)
January 29 OR Sunday, 4:30 - 6:00 p.m

February 5 from 12:30 p.m. to
4pm. Childcare is available upon
request. Reserve your spot today!
Contact Brian Gath at
bgath@linworthumc.org.

26 - MidLFY serves at Church for
All People, 7:45 - 11:30 a.m.
Sunday Night LYF (Grades 9-12),
4:30 - 6:00 p.m.

Lenten Bible Study Being
Offered

Pastor Rae Lynn Schleif will be
teaching a Bible study during Lent
on Monday evenings at 7:30 p.m.
on the gospel of John. Class will
be held February 27—April 2 .
Everyone is welcome to attend and
the only book you'll need to bring is
your Bible!
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Children’s Center
www.linworthcc.org
614-336-9559
Anna Lambert, Director

LCC Position Available
Linworth Children’s Center is
currently accepting resumes for
a part-time teaching position,
Monday thru Friday, plus
subbing hours. For additional
information, contact Susan
Craig (336-9559) or fax resume
to 336-8486.

Fall Registration

Linworth Children’s Center will
begin registration for the 2012-
2013 for LUMC families on
February 1. LCC offers a full
day early childhood program,
part day preschool programs
and an exceptional full day

Christian Kindergarten program.

For more information see our
website at linworthcc.org, or
contact Susan Craig.

NEW Young Adult Group

Meet other people your age. Find
out how this new ministry can help
you get through the first ten years
of being on your own. Join us
Wednesdays, at 7:30pm in room
228. Questions? Contact Pastor
Brian Gath
(bgath@linworthumc.org or 336-
8485, ext. 218).

Linworthys News

(the 55 and over group)

Contacts: Doug Stahle
and Chuck Kemp

Our Meeting Tuesday,
February 28 at 11am will be a
potluck luncheon with meatballs
and dessert provided by our
Kitchen/Staff Committee. Please
bring a side dish to share and
your own table service. Costis
$2.00 each. Our program is the
LINWORTH CHILDREN"S
CENTER: We will hear facts,
stats, member/nonmembers,
outreach, plus a tour of the
rooms and facility. We have
seen the children and parents
coming and going, how blessed
we are that they are housed in
our LUMC. Please attend, as
this should prove to be an
interesting session.

Our 2012 Membership books
are now available and will be on
the table as we sign in. We
welcome some new board
members: Linda Higgins,

Beymer, Chairperson of the
Decorating Committee.

Since we celebrate Valentine's
Day February 14--we wish to
share the following poem.
Lillian Phillips gave copies of
this poem to members of the
Keenager's Sunday School
Class and The Service Circle.

The World's a valentine from God,
More intricate than lace,
Sweeter than roses,
Fragrant with His grace.
Look at it closely,
Read the words of love,
He's written over, under,
Through and through,
Then give this loving God
Your heart, your love
So He can have a valentine
From you.
Author unknown
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L with Social
Soci Concerns
ocial
Concerns
Contact: Esther 1he Open

Hunter Shelter Meal will

be prepared
beginning at 8am on Tuesday,
Feb. 14, in the church kitchen. If
you can help, contact Roy or
Arlean Sudhoff.

The Rebecca’s House meal will
be prepared at 11am on
Tuesday, Feb. 14 , in the church
kitchen. Call Roy or Arlean
Sudhoff if you need information.
If you would like to help serve
the meal, contact Celeste
Thomas.

Brunch Bunch - Sunday, Feb.
26 from 9:45 —1:30pm. Join us
for food, fellowship and fun.
Call Kathy Bell if you have
guestions or would like to
volunteer.




Mission Board
Meeting

Contact: Sue Gabel
First Monday of
every month,
February 6 at 7pm.

Evening Circle —

Contacts: Linda
Higgins & Sue Bowen
The Evening Circle will put their
craft skills to good use by creating
gifts for the homebound members
of LUMW. The February meeting
will be February 20 at 7pm. Jan
Melvin, will lead the group in the
activity. Meet in the Gathering Area
and then we’ll move to another
space to work on the crafts. Pat
Drago is the hostess and Susan
Marsh will do the devotions.

Fellowship Day Circle —

Contact Nancy Zimmerman & Mary
Lynn Jacobson

The second Tuesday of every
month at the church, 9:30am.
February 14 — Do you remember

the WSCS? A Time of Reminiscing.

MOPS

Contact: Diane Hamilton and Maria
Del Regno

This is a time to rejuvenate and
reconnect with other moms on the
second and fourth Mondays of the
month, 9:30-1:30am at the church.
Child care is provided.

Linwomen Online

Contact: Sharon Valade or Karen
Wood

This is an online group for women
to chat, encourage, and share
spiritual concerns with other busy
women. You can write as much as
you want, respond to others, give
new information, and share joys
and concerns.

Service Circle

Contact: Lea Elshoff

The fourth Friday morning of the
month. Sandwich making in the
Church Kitchen for Faith Mission.

February 24 at 9:30am in the
Kitchen.

MISSION PROJECT HELP
During the month of February we
are collecting lip balm, razors,
shaving cream, deodorant. Our
collection of used postage stamps,
Campbell's Soup labels, used
reading glasses, and pop can tabs
is continuous! Please place all of
these items in the UMW — Club 56
cupboard opposite the Church
Office, or they may be brought to
any Circle or Board meeting. Thank
you for your ongoing support.
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125 Years
Linworth UMC
Honoring the Past
Celebrating the Present
Shaping the Future

1887-2012

Save the following dates for
Linworth’s Anniversary
Celebrations!

March 4, 2012: Church
Potluck & Talent Show
Please mark March 4 on
your calendar to attend an
evening of food, fun and
fellowship sponsored by the
Anniversary Committee. The
evening will begin with a
potluck at 5pm in the
Fellowship Hall, with a Talent
Show to follow at 6:15pm in
the Worship Center. If you
have a talent (singing,
dancing, sword swallowing,
etc.) please contact Christine
Rinehart ASAP.

June 17, 2012 : Outdoor
Worship and Picnic (1800’s
style!)

September 16, 2012 :
“Homecoming” Worship
Service @ all 3 services

Calling All Artistic Talent!

As you may know, 2012 marks
Linworth United Methodist Church's
125th Anniversary! We have some
wonderful events planned for the
year, and one of them is a year-
long installation of art created by
the folks of our congregation. Help
us celebrate the anniversary by
decorating the church with art! The
artwork may be inspired by the
125th anniversary, something
spiritual to you, or just the church in
general. Items will be displayed
throughout the building, with the
option to include your piece in a
silent auction in September. The
proceeds from this event will go
towards our debt reduction. Would
you be willing to consider how you
can use your creative talent to
contribute to this project? If so,
please contact Julie Yeater.

A Group for
Young Adults

(students, young working
adults, young marrieds,
and singles)

U9lo
Contact:

Angela Pucher
linworthfusion@gmail.com

We are a community of Young
Adults encouraging one another to
grow in our relationship with Jesus
Christ, living out our faith by
serving others with the love of
Jesus Christ.



§IEPHEN, MINISTRY

®

Stephen Ministers

Are There to Care
Lonely? Experiencing a difficult
time? Don't suffer alone! Our
Stephen Ministers are trained
caregivers, ready to listen, care for
and encourage you, pray with and
for you, and help you through a
crisis or difficult time. To find out
more, talk with Sandy Apicella,
Janet Enck, or Cheryn Houston.
Our Stephen Ministers are "there to
care."

Membership
News:

Births:
Andrew Zoltan Varga, son of

Fiona Marie Corum, daughter of
Nathan & Jess Corum, sister of
Clark.

Deaths : Isabel Grace Li
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The following note was received by
the church office:

“Dear Linworth Church Family,

My heartfelt appreciation for all of
the acts of kindness | received
during my “bump-in-the-road.”
When life is normal, we know we
are loved and cared for but it is
during those times of iliness when
that love and cared-for feeling is
felt the deepest in the heart. |
believe the heart, as well as the
mind, has much to do with the
response of the body to illness and,
so, | thank you so much for your
cards, calls, visits, flowers, and
knowing | was in your prayers, that
comforted me and supported my
recovery. Our faithful pastors, who
go when they know, were special
sources of encouragement and
spiritual comfort. Thanks, Pastors
Rae Lynn, Gene, and Jeff.

In Christian love,
Jane Waggoner”

CPR AED Class Being Offered
We are pleased to be able to again
offer the "Heart Saver," copyrighted
American Heart Association 4 hour
class, to be held at Linworth UMC
on Saturday, February 25 starting
at 8:30 AM. The class will be
conducted by the Columbus Fire
Dept. as before, with a cost of $30
per person, a cost increase as of
2012. You will be asked to write a
check to the church who will then
write one check to the Columbus

% Fire Dept. Class size is limited to

the first 20 people who register.
Contact Marlene Goodenow with
guestions.

Habitat

for Humanity*®

m'

Habitat for Humanity

Habitat for Humanity is working in
Columbus year round and is one of
the best programs to aid recipients
to help themselves. As recipients of
houses they have to volunteer in
Habitat before they get a house.

There are many ways to be
involved. While helping with
construction of houses is one way,
there are also two Habitat
ReStores in Columbus that take
donations of construction and
household materials that they sell
to support the Habitat

program. They have volunteers
that help in de-constructing houses
to get materials, there are
volunteers that pick up materials
from donors, as well as volunteers
who work in the ReStore.
Volunteers are needed every day
of the week including evenings.

Overall, Habitat is a hands on
ministry that benefits our
community. If you signed up for
Habitat on the Commitment Card,
or even if you didn't, it is easy to
get involved by going to http://
www.habitatcolumbus.org. They
need volunteers and donations.

Vicki Nichols has been volunteering
in the new ReStore on the West
side of Columbus as they set up
the new store. She has painted,
cleaned, organized, and priced
materials and finds it very
rewarding. Feel free to contact her
if you would like more information.



The Missions
Committee Thanks
You for a Joyous
Christmas

The Linworth
congregation took back Christmas
in a generous fashion this past
Christmas Season. The
congregation generously funded
the four Christmas Mission Projects
that highlight the Christmas
Season. These include Operation
Christmas Child, Adopt a Family,
Alternative Gifts and the Christmas
Offering.

To kick off the Christmas Season
Operation Christmas Child shipped
off 125 shoe boxes filled with gifts
for children just before thanks
giving. Win and Christina Smith
headed the project that had as its
goal shipping 100 boxes. Thanks
to their hard work and the
generosity of the Linworth
Congregation the goal was
exceeded by 25%. Operation
Christmas Child is part of
Samaritan Purse. We are part of a
national effort of more than 3,200
sites around the country open to
receive millions of gifts for needy
children. Operation Christmas
Child hopes to collect 8.5 million
shoe boxes this year, including 5.8
in the United States. Each box
communicates God’s great love for
each child.

Adopt a family begins with the
posting of family needs and these
needs are taken by families in the
congregation to fill. Virginia
Brizendine, coordinator for the
Adopt a family effort said, “I am
amazed at the speed that the
congregation picked up and filled
the family requests.” The
congregation donated $840 for
Christmas meals, $525 for
children’s books, $5,200 for
children’s gifts (104 Children),
$1,000 over and above the amount
spent on food, books and gifts.
The congregational giving totaled

$7,565 of cash and gifts. In
addition to giving money many
donated time to make the project
work. About 30 adults and children
wrapped gifts. About 8 people
worked on identifying family needs,
accepting gifts, organizing food and
gifts for pick up and delivery and
another 6 people delivered gifts
and food to families.

Alternative Gifts nearly doubled
from last year. This year the
congregation gave $5,255 as
compared to $2,800 last Christmas.
This effort provided $600 for warm
hats, gloves and blankets at New
Life Church. Through Heifer
International it provided $3,735 for
12 ducks, 8 flocks of chickens, 2.4
sheep, 1.3 heifers, 3.2 pigs, 7
goats, 8 bundles of tree seedlings,
share of a llama, 3.5 water buffalo,
3 bee hives, and 6 rabbits. We
provided our friends in Laos $920
to purchase 8 acres of rice, 102
ducks and feed, 13 goats, and 4
pigs. Linda Mrukowski who
organized the effort said, “What joy
our church has provided to so
many this Advent Season.”

The Christmas Offering was
generous totaling $9,488. These
funds will be used to support the
Pharr Literacy Program in South
Texas, Faith Mission, and Open
Shelter as well as other mission
projects in 2012.

Flower and Bread-and-Water
Charts for 2012
Two 2012 charts are up on the
bulletin board close to the kitchen.
One is for the flowers on the
Communion Table, and the other is
for the Bread and Water displayed
on the side counter. The
sponsorship of the flowers is
generally covered by a $25.00

and Water is at the donor’s
discretion. The Bread and Water
donation goes toward mission
projects of the church.

Feel free to sign up on either or

both charts. You'll receive a
reminder, a couple of weeks ahead
of the date for which you signed up.
There will be further information in
those reminders about how to
direct your contribution, and for you
to indicate your wishes for the
dedication of your gift.

Your participation is greatly
appreciated. The flowers add
Po"#
Bread and Water symbolize our
commitment to missions throughout
the world. Both provide
opportunities to memorialize loved
ones, special dates or honor
service by someone. Any questions
or suggestions may be directed to
Mary Lynn Jacobson.

Be Baptized February 19

If you would like to be baptized, or
if you would like to have your child
baptized, please plan to attend "A
Study of Baptism" on Sunday,
January 29 at 11:30am. This one
hour class will help prepare you to
participate in the Sacrament of
Holy Baptism on February 19.

To reserve your spot, contact
Alisha Meacham at
ameacham@linworthumc.org.



(continued from page 1)

Jennifer and her family and took the
whole time to get to welcome them
and begin to get to know them.
Before they sat back down, Helen
invited Jennifer and her family to
join Ralph and her for cookies and
coffee after the

service.

When the service was over, they all
went down the hall together. Helen
and Ralph were the perfect hosts.
They made sure that the kids found
a treat and introduced Jennifer and
her husband to several people.
One couple had kids the same age
as Jennifer's. Another man went to
school in the town that Jennifer’s
husband grew up.

As they left the church that day,
Jennifer and her family were full of
energy. From the moment they
pulled into the parking lot until the
time they left the cookie hour,

everyone they met demonstrated to
Jennifer that she and her family
mattered. She was glad they had
come and she knew they would be
back.

Most weeks five people come to
Linworth United Methodist Church
for the first time. As we enter into
the season of Lent and approach
the Easter celebration, more and
more people will find their way to
our congregation. As they do, let
us demonstrate to each of them
that they matter to God and that
they matter to us. If you have the
gift of hospitality and would like to
be part of one of the ministry teams
welcoming people to Linworth,
please contact me.

Events For Your Calendar

Feb 1—LCC Registration Open to
LUMC

Feb 5—Youth Super Bowl Party

Feb 8—LCC Registration Open to
the Public

Feb 17-18—Youth Lock In

Feb 19—New Member & Baptism
Sunday

Feb 22—Ash Wednesday Service

Feb 26—Brunch Bunch

Feb 27—Lenten Study Begins

Feb 28—Administrative Council

March 4—125th Anniversary
Potluck & Talent Show

March 10—Blood Drive

March 11—LCC Super Games

March 18—Chili Cook-Off



